
 
 

Global Lessons 
 
The University of Chicago Center for International Studies presents 
Global Lessons as part of its commitment to providing educational 
resources for K-12 educators.  These materials offer thematic 
international & area studies content on topics including culture, 
economics, politics, history, and environmental issues.  With Global 
Lessons, CIS aims to provide classroom materials that will not only 
help to expose students to global issues, but also to empower them to  
think critically about their role as global citizens. 
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The 2009 Summer Teacher Institute, “Understanding the Global Economy: Bringing the 
World Market into the Classroom,” was developed to provide educators with an 
interdisciplinary examination of how changes in the global economy are affecting 
countries around the world.  Topics discussed ranged from the positive and negative 
effects of globalization on labor, social rights, agriculture and other natural resources, to 
how the effects of the current global financial crisis have been seen specifically in 
Japan, Brazil, Congo, India, China, the U.S., and the Gulf Region of the Middle East. 
International case studies were used to illustrate how trade has contributed to the 
interconnectedness of societies.  
 
The experts who spoke at the Institute come from diverse backgrounds, providing an in-
depth and multifaceted review of the Global Economy.  Lessons were created based on 
speakers’ presentations at the Institute, and can be appropriately incorporated into a 
wide array of subjects taught at K-12 grade levels.  
 
The Institute was cosponsored by the University of Chicago Center for International 
Studies (CIS) with the Center for East Asian Studies, the Center for Middle Eastern 
Studies, the Center for East European and Russian Eurasian Studies, the South Asia 
Language and Area Resource Center, and the Center for Latin American Studies.  
 
The following lessons were created by Lauren Vander Pluym, A.P. Comparative 
Government and Politics and World Studies high school teacher at Walter Payton 
College Prep High School, with Jamie Bender, Outreach Coordinator for the Center for 
International Studies at the University of Chicago.  
 
 
For more information on the Center for International 
Studies outreach programs and to download classroom 
lessons developed from this Institute and resources from 
other events, visit: http://cis.uchicago.edu/outreach.   
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Case Study in Global Economics— 
The Yogi and the Mandarin 
Adapted from Mona Mehta (University of Chicago) 

Subject(s):  Social Studies 

Grade Level(s):  High School, Early College (All lessons can be adapted for different age 
groups) 

Time Duration: 2-3 class periods 

Illinois Learning Standards Addressed: 

Reading 
 1.C.5c  Critically evaluate information from multiple sources. 
 1.C.5d  Summarize and make generalizations from content and relate them to the 

purpose of the material. 
Listening and Speaking 

 4.A.4a  Apply listening skills as individuals and members of a group in a variety of 
settings (e.g., lectures, discussions, conversations, team projects, presentations, 
interviews). 

 4.B.5b  Use speaking skills to participate in and lead group discussions; analyze the 
effectiveness of the spoken interactions based upon the ability of the group to achieve 
its goals. 

Political Systems 
 14.D.4  Analyze roles and influences of individuals, groups and media in shaping 

current debates on state and national policies. 
History 

 16.A.5a  Analyze historical and contemporary developments using methods of 
historical inquiry (pose questions, collect and analyze data, make and support 
inferences with evidence, report findings). 

 16.B.5c (W)  Analyze the relationship of an issue in world political history to the related 
aspects of world economic, social and environmental history. 

Geography 
 17.D.5   Analyze the historical development of a current issue involving the interaction 

of people and geographic factors (e.g., mass transportation, changes in agricultural 
subsidies, flood control). 

Social Sytems 
 18.C.4b  Analyze major contemporary cultural exchanges as influenced by worldwide 

communications. 
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Objectives: 

 Students will work cooperatively in groups to research and analyze the political and 
economic development of India and China in the 20th and 21st Centuries. 

 Students will create a visual presentation of their research and present to peers. 
 Students will analyze how cultural values shape a nation’s economic path to 

prosperity. 
 

Materials:  

 Visual Presentation Materials: PowerPoint, Poster Board, etc. 
 

 Computers with Internet Access and/or Library Access 
 

 Presentation Rubrics 
 

 Compare/Contrast Worksheet 
 

 OPTIONAL: Mona Mehta’s PowerPoint presentation and video lecture, “Yogi and the 
Mandarin: A Tale of Two Asian Revolutions” given at the University of Chicago's 
Global Economy Teacher Institute, 2009 
http://cis.uchicago.edu/outreach/summerinstitute/2009/resources.shtml 

 

Activities and Procedures: 

OPTIONAL:  Use Mona Mehta’s “Yogi and the Mandarin: A Tale of Two Asian Revolutions” 
PowerPoint presentation and video lecture to give students a background on the economic 
development of India and China. 
 

1. Divide  the class into six groups.  Each group will choose one of the following topics 
and create a timeline of significant events in their assigned country since the 20th 
Century. 

a. China—Economic Growth  
b. China—Social Reform 
c. China—Political Change 
d. India—Economic Growth 
e. India—Social Reform 
f. India—Political Change 
 

2. Bring students to a computer or library to begin their research.  Some suggested sites 
for research: CIA World Factbook, Economywatch.com, 
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/infonation/index.asp 
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3. Students should each try to come up with 8-10 important events regarding their 

country and topic (Example for China:  Economic Change: 1979, Deng Xiaoping 
becomes the prominent leader in China and allows China to open its markets to the 
world).  Each group should construct a timeline detailing the importance of the event 
researched. 

 
4. After students have completed their research and timelines, combine the small groups 

into two groups—one representing China, and the other representing India.  Students 
should work together as a large group to determine points of similarity between 
economic, social, and political change.  

 
5. At this time, groups will then synthesize information into a visual presentation for the 

class.  These presentations can take the form of a PowerPoint, video, or any other 
media the students see fit.  Presentations should show classmates how economic, 
social, and political change have intersected in the assigned country.  Students should 
clearly indicate how their country has grown since the 20th Century. 

 
6. Allow students class time to complete presentations, or have them work on their 

presentations outside of class. 
 
7. When each group is finished with presentations, each will take turns “teaching” the 

class what they have learned.   
 
8. Pass out copies of the “Compare/Contrast Worksheet” so that the students listening to 

the presentation are on task and actively analyzing the similarities and differences 
between the two countries. 

 
9. Teachers should use the attached rubric to grade presentations as they are presented. 
 
10.   When both groups have finished presenting, lead a discussion on the comparisons 

and contrasts the students were able to make between China and India.  Some 
questions to consider: 

a. How did colonialism affect the development of these two countries? 
b. How has political ideology changed the political landscapes of these countries? 
c. What role does culture play in determining the economic path of a country?  Do 

certain cultural values lead to more or less economic prosperity? 
 

11.  For Homework, have students write a 2-3 paragraph reflection essay predicting the 
future of China and India’s economic development.  Will one surpass the other?  
Explain your reasoning.   

 

Assessments: Students may be given a grade for the worksheet filled out and participation 
in the discussion portions.  Students will also receive a grade for their presentations (rubric 
points can be adapted), timelines, and optional homework assignment. 
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Adaptations:  Assigning groups in advance will allow weaker and stronger students to 
support each other while researching and presenting. 

Additional Project Ideas: Ask students to research one Indian corporation and one Chinese 
corporation.  What are the similarities and differences in how these companies operate?  
Where do they send their products?  How “globalized” are they? 
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GRADING RUBRIC: 
The Yogi and the Mandarin Presentations Points 

Earned 
Points 
Possible 

Clear objectives in your presentation 
 At least 8-10 different important events covered from the country 

assigned 

 10 points 

Presentation shows strong research and creativity 
 Good use of information to support presentation 
 Creative use of sources and visual/audio aids 

 5 points 

Presentation effectiveness 
 All group members must participate in some aspect of the presentation 
 Group members engage audience and show enthusiasm toward the topic 
 Group members speak with confidence and ease about the topic 

 5 points 

Events Timeline 
 8-10 events covered in timeline with detailed analysis 

 10 points 

TOTAL  30 points 
 
 
______TOTAL POINTS (30) 
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Similarities and Differences 
“The Yogi and the Mandarin” 

 
NAME:___________________________________  DATE:______________________ 
 
Directions:  During the other group’s presentation, use the diagram below to write out any 
similarities and differences you notice between the social, political, and economic changes of 
India and China. 
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